
364

7 CFR Subtitle A (1–1–99 Edition)§ 15.123

§ 15.123 Appeals from ruling of hear-
ing officer.

A ruling of the hearing officer may
not be appealed to the Secretary prior
to consideration of the entire proceed-
ing by the hearing officer except with
the consent of the hearing officer and
where he certifies on the record or in
writing that the allowance of an inter-
locutory appeal is clearly necessary to
prevent exceptional delay, expense, or
prejudice to any part or substantial
detriment to the public interest. If an
appeal is allowed, any party may file a
brief with the Secretary within such
period as the hearing officer directs.
Oral argument will be heard in the dis-
cretion of the Secretary.

§ 15.124 Admissions as to facts and
documents.

Not later than 15 days prior to the
scheduled date of the hearing except
for good cause shown, or prior to such
earlier date as the hearing officer may
order, any party may serve upon an op-
posing party a written request for the
admission of the genuineness and au-
thenticity of any relevant documents
described in and exhibited with the re-
quest, or for the admission of the truth
of any relevant matters of fact stated
in the request. Each of the matters of
which an admission is requested shall
be deemed admitted, unless within a
period designated in the request (not
less than 10 days after service thereof,
or within such further time as the
hearing officer may allow upon motion
and notice) the party to whom the re-
quest is directed serves upon the re-
questing party a sworn statement ei-
ther denying specifically the matters
of which an admission is requested or
setting forth in detail the reasons why
he cannot truthfully either admit or
deny such matters. Copies of requests
for admission and answers thereto
shall be served on all parties. Any ad-
mission made by a party to such re-
quest is only for the purposes of the
pending proceeding, or any proceeding
or action instituted for the enforce-
ment of any order entered therein, and
shall not constitute an admission by
him for any other purpose or be used

against him in any other proceeding or
action.

[31 FR 8586, June 21, 1966]

THE RECORD

§ 15.131 Official transcript.
The hearing clerk will designate the

official reporter for all hearings. The
official transcript of testimony taken,
together with any affidavits, exhibits,
depositions, briefs, or memoranda of
law shall be filed with the hearing
clerk. Transcripts of testimony in
hearings will be supplied by the official
reporter to the parties and to the pub-
lic at rates not to exceed the maximum
rates fixed by the contract between the
Department and the reporter. Upon no-
tice to all parties, the hearing officer
may authorize corrections to the tran-
script which involve matters of sub-
stance.

§ 15.132 Record for decision.
The transcript of testimony, exhib-

its, affidavits, depositions, briefs,
memoranda of law, and all pleadings,
motions, papers, and requests filed in
the proceeding, except the correspond-
ence section of the docket, including
rulings, and any recommended findings
and proposed decision, or initial deci-
sion shall constitute the exclusive
record for final decision.

POSTHEARING PROCEDURES

§ 15.135 Posthearing briefs.
The hearing officer shall fix a reason-

able time for filing posthearing briefs,
which may contain proposed findings of
fact and conclusions of law, and, if per-
mitted, reply briefs. Briefs should in-
clude a summary of the evidence relied
upon together with references to ex-
hibit numbers and pages of the tran-
script, with citations of the authorities
relied upon. Briefs shall be filed in the
Office of the Hearing Clerk with a copy
to all parties.

§ 15.136 Decisions and notices.
When the time for submission of

posthearing briefs has expired the hear-
ing officer shall either make an initial
decision or final decision, if so author-
ized, or certify the entire record in-
cluding his recommended findings and
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